Our Lady, Queen of All Saints
(Bournemouth) Ward

Visit to WINTERSHALL, 28 ™ June to see “The Life Of Christ”

In previous years Henry and Dorothy Frier have arranged visits to places of worship
in or near towns such as Brighton and Oxford. This year the visit they organised was
to a place very different from such long-established places of religious and cultural
experience. We went to Wintershall. If you have never heard of it, you are in good
company! Probably only Henry knew where it was, and he found it this time only after
a rather circular route. (i.e. we got lost!)

Wintershall is an estate in the heart of the Surrey countryside, some seven miles
south of Guildford. Each year, the churches in that area combine to produce a play
about the life of Christ. That doesn’t sound especially novel or interesting. After all,
Mystery Plays and Oberammergau Passion performances have been around for a
very long time. Wintershall is different. The play takes much of the day, as in
Oberammagau, but it uses no fixed theatre building. All is done in the open at three
or four different sites around the beautiful estate. The little boating lakes and small
grassy hills provide stages and auditoria as required, set against the backdrop of
beautiful woodland. As expected, the costumes are stunningly colourful and authentic
in appearance. However, for me the unexpected bonus was the superb sound
system that reproduced so clearly both words and music. The dialogue was true to
scripture, yet branched into effective comment and challenge at various moments
throughout the day.

We were prepared for unsettled weather, but the day itself was sunny, and if anything
rather too hot at times — perhaps like Palestine itself! The live animals didn’t seem to
mind: there were donkeys, horses, sheep, pigeons, a white dove, a camel and a
container full of wriggling fish. The baptism and post resurrection scenes too, where
actors found themselves in water, also seemed more natural in the lovely weather! It
was when the times came for “audience removal” to the next venue that the heat told
on some of the older members among the spectators: the steep slopes were rather
slippery on the shiny grass, and those carrying portable chairs found it quite hard
going. As there were over three thousand spectators present, the gap between acts
was sometimes longer than expected. Fortunately we only had to move four or five
times.

The hard working actors helped us by their friendly guiding on such occasions. We
not only had immediate contact with the actors between acts, but also during the
action itself, as, for example, during the feeding of the five thousand (we were given
pieces of bread) and during the “passiontide” crowd scenes. There were tented
shops and food outlets for us to visit during our lunch break and we were again
aware of the friendly Christian spirit that pervaded the whole day’'s experience.
Although there were not enough of us to make a coach worthwhile this year, we all
enjoyed each other's company during the car journey. It wasn't really a restful day
but | don’t imagine life itself was too restful for Jesus and his friends either, and the
actors gave us much to think about. The day was therefore more of a pilgrimage than
recent Society of Mary days have been and we shall all treasure our memories of
England’'s Oberammergau. Thank you, Henry and Dorothy, for leading us into such a
new and rich experience.
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