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The Lenten Devotion
The North West Ward of Our Lady of Victories

Saturday 28" February 2009
S. CATHERINE’'S CHURCH, BURNLEY

12.00 1ST ADDRESSEanon Paul Denby)

12.30 SOLEMN MASS

1.30 LUNCH

2.30 2ND ADDRESSKr. Mark Brackley)

3.00 STATIONS OF THE CROSS Er Ronald Croft)
3.30 SOLEMN BENEDICTION

The Church is easily accessible from the M66 , falving
signs for Townley Hall and Burnley F.C.

A Children’s Workshop will take place in the ParishHall
from 12.00.

Please bring your own lunch and hot drinks will be
provided

Further details from Fr. Roger Parker 01282 424587

ALL WELCOME
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Dear Friends,
‘Tis the season to ... detox!

I hope many of you were fortunate enough to heaitdm on the radio 4 Today
programme early in January concerning the popuwlasft items alleged to
‘detox’ the body. On one side there was a fairlyiremt scientist and on the
other a spokesperson for a leading brand of detaxgy Understandably, the
purveyor of detox products was keen to get oventhesage of how good these
products are and how necessary for bodies oveoretch foodstuffs over the
recent Christmas period. The scientist systemétiadismissed the various
claims and pointed out that the body has a peyfedticient detox organ — the
liver — which is more than capable of doing its jbled a balanced and sensible
diet. | was reminded of an earlier debate aboui-ageing’ and ‘anti-wrinkle’
creams: after a lively conversation between a punwef the products and a
leading skin specialist the debate was wound ughbyspecialist declaring that
you would probably do your skin far more good byireathe creams than by
applying them!

It's always fun to observe such spats and intergst note that they seem to do
little to stem the growth in sales of such products

What then of the practising Christian? Does s/tedraetox? The answer must
be an emphatic YES but not the sort that come®batjar, tube or bottle. We
are surely in need of some spiritual detoxing friamme-to-time and with Lent
just around the corner the opportunity will be before us. A season for
reflection and renewal or a time to beat ourselyesvith yet another guilt trip?

| want to suggest that we all strive to use Lentédlection and renewal.

One of the many joys of being your Ward Superios baen to witness the
steady growth in the size of this Ward, the ‘qyaldf the programme it offers
and the good levels of support our events attesgecially as we now include
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Liverpool and Blackburn diocese in our network. sTtd proof that we are
fulfilling a real need and also the aims of ourigtc

So, let's resolve to make good use of this Lent esdecially our Lent
Afternoon. Detox diets may leave you listless ahih £reams leave you
wrinkled but a SOM Lent Afternoon spent wiSOM will give your soul a
good cleansing — if you will just allow it to!

With my prayers and good wishes,

SATURDAY 28TH FEBRUARY
The Lenten Devotion
S. Catherine’s Burnley — 12 noon
Details: Fr Roger Parker 01282 424 587

SATURDAY 2ND MAY
The May Devotion & AGM of the Society
S. Silas Kentish Town 12 noon
Details: Fr Graeme Rowlands 020 74853727

SUNDAY 10TH MAY
The AGM of the Ward - 4.30pm
The May Devotion — 6.00pm
S. Hilda’s Prestwich
Details Fr Ronald Croft 0161 773 1642

SATURDAY 30TH MAY
Solemn Requiem for Henry Duke of Newcastle
S. Mary’s Chapel - 12 noon
Clumber Park, Nottinghamshire
Details Fr Philip Corbett 01909 530860

SATURDAY 6TH JUNE
Pilgrimage to Ladyewell
Shrine of Our Lady at Fernyhalgh nr Preston — 1@no
Details: Fr Roger Parker 01282 424 587



SUNDAY 16TH AUGUST
Assumption Festival Devotion
S. James the Great Haydock - 6.00pm
Details: Fr Tony Oulton 01744 633312

SATURDAY 19TH SEPTEMBER
Our Lady’s Birthday & Summer Visit to Blackpool
S. Stephen’s on the Cliffs Blackpool - 12 noon
Details: Fr Tom Davies 01253 351995

SATURDAY 3RD OCTOBER
Walsingham Festival
S. Augustine’s Tonge Moor - 3.00pm
Details: Fr Tony Davies 01204 523 899

SATURDAY 10TH OCTOBER
Northern Festival & October Devotion
S. Nicholas’ Ryecroft, Rotherham — 12 noon
Details: Fr Alan Parkinson 01709 522596

SATURDAY 10TH OCTOBER
Walsingham Festival Day
Liverpool Anglican Cathedral 10.00 - 5.30pm
Details: Fr lan Brooks 0151 5489009

SATURDAY 12TH DECEMBER
The Immaculate Conception & Ward Festival
S. George’s Preston 12 noon
Details: Fr Timothy Lipscomb 01772 252528



DUNWOOD HOUSE RUSHCROFT ROAD HIGH CROMPTON
OLDHAM OL2 7PP
01706 840607 e-mail r. mcewanl@btinternet.com

Dear Friends,

RESPONSE AND RESPONSIBILITY

No, it is not a previously undiscovered novel bgelaustin or the title of a new
film staring Colin Firth as Mr. Darcy climbing oof a fountain but an extract
from “The Anglican Church Today and Tomorrow” by dfiael Marshall. It is
not a new book but having heard a very moving afdi®y Bishop Marshall
several weeks ago at the lovely Church of the Apration Marble Arch - |
decided to re-visit it again. It explores the imsplions of Christian discipleship
and, in it, Bishop Marshall helps the reader explhat God is asking of us
and this is a theme worth pondering as we move ridsvine Lenten season. |
hope that you can find a book which helps you hatessed and fruitful Lent.

HELP

There is of course no shortage of self-help boolbkeé shops today. Each one
has a different cover, but all seem to be remayksintilar and equally
simplistic. There is also a surfeit of televisiamogrammes to transform either
us, or our homes into something much more splehdigppose the nation’s
insatiable enthusiasm for these makeover showgénaral desire to change
that part of our lives that we like least of alloM of us recognize that we are
less than perfect and would aspire to much grefitegs in most aspects of our
lives. It might be our bodies, our minds or ouriggality. Not many of us will
achieve a six pack, or change our homes into ahNWest show-house of New
York urban-chic, or become spiritual giants in Q@imurch — but at the
beginning of a New Year 2009 we still strive to mhe.

As we arrive at the end of January we might hapedd into the old ways, but
we will not have lost that will to make the yeareat of us better than the last.
Perhaps one form of help is a retreat or a LentsgouBoth sound so very old
fashioned and unappealing - but they do not haweetdf you are lucky enough
to live in a parish that arranges such things gtaatrd support them, cherish
them and enjoy them for they are becoming so varg and endangered.
Whatever we get the chance to do either privatetyat parish level they
provide that opportunity to confront us with oumian limitations so that we
may grow in our dependence upon God. For it ihérecognition of our own
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needs and limitations, that we can become more tpé¢he basic creative
energies and powerful abilities that the Holy Spmiomises to us. Such
opportunities are precious and unique ways in winetcan share the desire
to change along side each other — for we are #fiigtogether.

“The end of man is endless Godhead, endlessly pesse,”
writes the theologian Austin Farrer or as the Westtar Catechism puts it:
“The chief end of man is to worship God and enjoyrhifor ever!”

WAIT UPON GOD

Only a few of us will get the opportunity to go @nretreat this year.
However, it may be that our traditional SOM LentBevotion will go
someway towards providing that vital opportunityrédlect and “wait upon
God” as the psalmist puts it. | know the Lenten @&n is valued by so
many of you for a variety of reasons. A considezabhount of planning has
already gone into providing this special time, whena few hours we can
take stock of our spiritual lives. Your will findethils of our Lenten
Devotion on Saturday 38February on the inside cover of this Newsletter. |
can guarantee that the excellent speakers CandnDeaby and Fr Mark
Brackley will provide us with much to think abownd the day itself will
help you begin Lent in a spirit of holy disciplinBuring the afternoon Fr
Croft will lead us on the Way of the Cross. | hdpat you will support the
event and encourage those in your parish to takearsalge of this
opportunity; sadly we are the only Anglican Societyich arranges anything
like it these days.

May our Lord the light of the world, illuminate our lives with His
celestial radiance and the prayers of His holy Motér
sustain us in our work and witness in the world.

Yours sincerely,

R.l. McEwan
oooo0Do0ooooo0ooooo0ooobo0ooobbo0d0oobo0ooo0oooooooooaog
a . o
0 Strictly Come ... Lent -
o . . . . . o
0 Lent — a time for taking risks, for learning new sk lls, o
o for putting ourselves through it and for discoverin gallsorts o
E of things about ourselves which we did not know bef ore. E
Ooo0ooDo0oo0oodoooDoDoDoDo0Do0o0ooooDoDoODoDo0o0o0o0oooDoDDoDo0ooooooaoao
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

The Ward Committee met in November to plan our &/dor 2009. We
noted some of the comments made to us and conggghare arranged a
programme which reflects as far as possible sonygwf suggestions. Some
members expressed their appreciation of visitirffieidint churches where
they could meet members of the Society from otbgions. During the year
we will be making visits to S. Silas Kentish Tovirondon and S. Nicholas’s
Church Ryecroft, near Rotherham where Fr Parkirisoparish priest. In
addition we have arranged to visit Clumber ParkNiottinghamshire, S.
Stephen’s on the Cliffs in Blackpool and S. JarhesGreat Haydock.

The purpose of the visit to Clumber is to be presena Solemn Requiem
and to pray for the soul of Henry Duke of Newcastlgo was one of the
founder members of the League of Our Lady whichh@dinto SOM in

1931. For those members who wish to travel furttieg, Superior-General
Bishop Robert Ladds is leading an SOM Pilgrimagé.dardes in August.
Dates for this are in “Ave” and further details d@had from Fr. Rowlands.

You will notice that there is a clash of dates @iusday 1& October, i.e.
the Northern Festival at S. Nicholas’ Ryecroft d@ne Walsingham Festival
Day at Liverpool Anglican Cathedral. October is aj@ a busy month
starting with the Walsingham Festival at Tonge Molor this instance
members of SOM will just have to choose which ewensupport, as both
will surely be wonderful occasions.

THE LENTEN DEVOTION

You will see that the Devotion this year is beingichat S. Catherine’s
Burnley by kind invitation of Fr. Roger Parker. @ube past ten years we
have had a wide variety of speakers including wifem the community of
the Resurrection at Mirfield, the dioceses of Lpasl, Wakefield, Sheffield,
Blackburn and last year from Manchester. This yeawill welcome Canon
Paul Denby and Fr Mark Brackley as our speakergeff@r with Fr Croft
(who is going to lead us in the Stations of thesSydhey are all based at S.
Hilda's Prestwich together with Fr Peter McEvittVe are most grateful to
them for sparing the time to be with us.

The day includes the usual programme and a ChikiMforkshop. Please
support the Lenten Devotion and if you can hel@ aénger, server, reader,
hospitality, steward, transport etc. please corftacMcEvitt, Fr. Parker or
Fr. Cook.
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SOLEMN REQUIEM MASS AT CLUMBER CHAPEL

On Saturday 30May we will make our way to Clumber Park in Nogiram-
shire. The focus of the day iRRequiem Mass for Henry Pelham-Clinton
(1864 - 1928) Seventh Duke of Newcastle one of tbander members of
the League of Our Lady

The programme is as follows:

12 Noon - Solemn Mass of Requiem - Clumber Chapel

1.30pm Lunch Clumber Park is a very pleasant place for picniosl éhere
is a National Trust Restaurant in the Stable Blatkch is spacious and can
seat a large number of people.

2.30pm Lecture: “Aristocracy and Anglo-Catholicism”
by Fr William Davage Priest librarian of Pusey ldeuOxford.

4.00pm Tea at Worksopith an opportunity to look round the Priory Church
and have a tour of the historic gatehouse witlslitsne of Our Lady

4.30pm Solemn Vespers and Benediction at WorksimpyPr

Please noteThere is a charge made for parking cars at Clurababout £4

although coaches and minibuses may park for freerel'is ample parking
beside and in front of Worksop Priory. Directionsnh Clumber to the Priory
will be available on the day.

Both the Chapel of S. Mary Clumber and Worksop riyrare listed in Simon
Jenkins'Thousand Best ChurcheShe Chapel is of great interest. Designed
by Bodley and built for the Duke in 1886 and is kmoas the Cathedral in
miniature. The Duke was a staunch Anglo-Catholid fitted the Chapel for
full Catholic worship (including founding the ClumbChoir School to sing
Mass and the Offices). The Chapel has stained ¢glasKempe and a Grau
and Davison organ installed in 1889.




‘Aristocracy and Anglo Catholicism’

This is the title of Fr William Davage’s lecture o8aturday 30th May.

To give you a little bit of background to North Nmtghamshire and South
Yorkshire (the “biretta belt”) the following mighbe helpful.

The Context

Travelling north on the Al brings you to Newark a&weyond that town in the
vale of the Trent, into North Nottinghamshire arau® Yorkshire. A detour
from the Great North Road is always rewarding asntlagnificent countryside
and fine country houses are a joy to visit. To esplthe parish churches of
this area is equally rewarding for many rural ammhote villages can boast par-
ish churches with strikingly beautiful interiors.alMy have been lovingly
adorned with furnishings and fittings, which arepsising; for some are both
cosmopolitan and exotic. Here we can stray intoygobe Anglican age and
enter a world, which was transformed by the pidtg oonsiderable number of
wealthy and influential laymen and women. Theithfded them to employ
some of the leading architects of the day. Durimg late nineteenth century
G.F. Bodley, J.L. Pearson and Sir Ninian Comperi@arout some of their
finest work in this region. Many of the churchesagorned with treasures and
objets de piet®f international provenance and were collectedvbglthy An-
glo Catholic patrons during their travels in EurapeCatholic countries. Many
of these devotional objects (some of splendid nfagmice) adorn these rural
shrines in an unblushing statement of confidenddentransforming power of
the beauty of holiness and contribute to a wondlegnse of the numinous.

The Anglo Catholic Laity

The Anglo Catholic laity of that period was a forte be reckoned with.
Charles Lindley Wood " Viscount Halifax (Hickleton Hall) and Henry"7
Duke of Newcastle (Clumber Park) are two perfecneples of the devout,
wealthy and influential laity who today have diseaped from the ecclesiasti-
cal scene. In their day they were prepared to s tvealth, patronage and
influence to bring the Catholic Faith in its uncawmpising fullness to the
smallest of communities in their care. Their inflae in South Yorkshire and
North Nottinghamshire earned it the nickname ok“tiretta belt” This was
not some silly title referring to priests dressiqgin the sacristy - but part of a
strategic campaign to bring the Catholic Faithhtose villagers and workers
on their estates. They were serious men and usag means at their disposal
to bring ordinary men, women and children to a sasfsthe reality of the in-
carnation and into the presence of beauty andigtern
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The Duke of Newcastle for example, maintained arauhool for his great
Chapel of S. Mary at Clumber where they providegugsite music for a
daily Mass and Evensong on his Nottinghamshiraedtte f

Lord Halifax even took a chaplain with him on higsneymoon. His
enthusiasm for the fruits of the Oxford Movementebeated in the
Centenary Celebrations of 1933 caused him to hageeat altar pavilion
designed and built in his garden at Hickleton Hélenormous cost — for a
single High Mass!

It was said in Goldthorpe (where Lord Halifax buifte enormous parish
church in 1916) that if a man or boy wanted a jolitee Hickleton estate the
ability to sing plainsong or swing a thurible wagliatinct advantage. It is
unsurprising that this region more than most caasbsuch an extraordinary
number of Anglo Catholic parishes.

There were however, many others of their generatmreast some devout
and influential lay women who also had extensiv@ates in the area. They
included Mrs Julia Warde- Adam, who built S. Mangsuth Elmsall and
restored the churches of Hooton Pagnall and Ndrtis&l. We should also
recall the devotion of Cassandra, Countess of Rbgswas responsible for
the beauty of S. Martin’'s Womersley and, her cougrate Lady Bingley
patroness of S. Luke’s Clifford.

In the Society of Mary we continue to remember veitfection our founders
and benefactors and for all members of our Soacidty have gone before
us. We give thanks for all those who heard theesoicGod, held fast to the
Faith once delivered to the saints and responded @étermination and
extraordinary generosity.

We pray for their souls especially:
Henry Pelham-Clinton (1864 - 1928), Seventh Duke dfewcastle
&
Charles Lindley Wood (1839-1934)," Viscount Halifax

+ Sancta Maria, Mater Dei, ora pro nobis peccatout
nunc et in hora mortis nostrae. Amen +
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+ REQIESCANT IN PACE +

Of your charity, pray for the souls of:
Henry Pelham-Clinton Seventh Duke of Newcastle
Brian William Soar - S. Agnes & S. Pancras, ToxtethPark
Liverpool
Mildred Mary Ashall — S. George the Martyr, Preston

Father, all powerful and ever-living God, we do walways and everywhere
to give you thanks through Jesus Christ our Lord.
In him, who rose from the dead, our hope of resuct®n dawned.
The sadness of death gives way to the bright prentiimmortality.
Lord for your faithful people life is changed notrneled.
When the body of our earthly dwelling lies in death
we gain an everlasting dwelling place in heaven.

(From the Preface of Christian Death 1)

We have lost two wonderful members of the NW Wardeicent months.
Rather ‘un-Christianly’ we mourn their passing, floey were both in their
unique ways brilliant examples of two faithful @tian souls nurtured and
inspired to live out their lives in the beauty @lihess.

BRIAN WILLIAM SOAR R.I.P.
1930 - 2008

| first met Brian Soar when | came up to Liverpdol meet the Parish

Representatives before my appointment as parisbstpiof St Agnes’s,

Toxteth Park in October 2004. That he was chosenRa&rish Representative
during the interregnum says a great deal aboustaisding in the parish,

which he joined in 1973 after leaving St Stephe@mve Street. In the four
years since my first meeting him Brian became aldgaend, someone whose
advice was always worth listening to, and whose sfgse of humour and
honest advice | quickly came to appreciate. In mamys a very private

person, he could appear rather austere, but haach hghter side when you
got to know him, and he loved entertaining hisrfde.

Brian had a great love of Our Lady, and was praulki® membership of the
Society of Mary. It had been his dearest wish tmem®n the Pilgrimage to

12



Lourdes in September 2008, jointly organised byS3beiety and the Shrine
of Our Lady of Walsingham, but sadly by then he aingady in hospital and
despite all efforts it was impossible. He did hoeewmake a simultaneous
spiritual pilgrimage, following the pilgrimage prn@nme and using the ap-
propriate prayers and devotions from the pilgrimgnual. For many years he
was the parish Walsingham pilgrimage organiser,ragid up until his death

was the local CBS secretary

Brian was brought up in a churchgoing family, ankilev still young they
moved from Ealing to West Kirby, where they attathdbe local parish
church. As a young man, after doing his Nationalise as a medic in the
Royal Navy, he tested his vocation to the religitifiegswith the Benedictines
at Nashdom Abbey. He was there two years, but sthdiigalth forced him to
leave. He returned to Liverpool and started workimgthe Local Education
Authority, eventually ending up as a senior adniater at Liverpool Univer-
sity, and then retiring at the age of sixty becaofsél health. But his two
years at Nashdom certainly had a formative effachion and on his spiritual
life, and reinforced his love of the liturgy.

Brian had a great respect and affection for thatgFe Milburn, but shortly

after Fr Milburn left St Stephen’s, Grove StreetaBrstarted worshipping at
St Agnes’s, Toxteth Park, which was his spirituaime right up until his

death. For many years he served as Churchwardandiprg valuable leader-
ship on many occasions, not least during interregiiathat was before my

time, and many people will now remember him mor@asMaster of Cere-

monies. Of course his monastic experience was uabde; impeccable stan-
dards were maintained in the sacristy and in tiegly, and | for one, coming
to the parish from twenty one years in the lituafjiwasteland of the army as |
did, owe him a great debt of gratitude for showing how things should be
done!

Above all Brian Soar was a man of faith, a man wehiasth informed all he
did, and this was never clearer than in the waynee his death after being
diagnosed with cancer in the early summer of 2818he months and weeks
he was at Clatterbridge and the Royal Liverpool pitas he showed great
patience, had great trust in God and was always gpaits. All his friends
were pleased when he was transferred to the Maniee @ospice in Woolton,
but he was only there a week. He received the Riss on Sunday"? No-
vember, and died at midday on the following dayjclvhwas kept as All
Souls’ Day. As it happened, Fr Oulton, the Curdt&SbJames’s, Haydock
was visiting him, and as Brian seemed visibly towssakening he started
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saying the prayers of Commendation. Like the true i was, Brian’s tim-
ing was immaculate: as Fr Oulton said the words f@th from this world,

good Christian soul,” that is exactly what Briaml.dA beautiful and a holy
death. May he rest in peace. Amen.

Fr Christopher Cook, Vicar of St Agnes & St Pars;rioxteth Park.

MILDRED MARY ASHALL
1927- 2009

All of us are still reeling at the cruel blow thagfell this parish, just before
Christmas. Mildred Ashall had persevered with hearh condition without
complaint for some time. Her recent cancer, aparhfbeing a complete sur-
prise, was followed with several weeks of radiotipgr She dealt with the
treatment stoically and with tremendous courage digrdity. However, sub-
sequently, all this did weaken her lungs, but hoWodunate it was that in the
end she suffered a series of strokes. Her lastdays spent at her home un-
der the wonderful and loving care of Reg and tHaughters Janet and Chris-
tine, with numerous visits from the grandchildrdie doctors and nurses
gave first class support and Mildred’s philosophaggproach and continuous
faith and valiant courage carried her triumphairtty the next world.

| cannot put into words how brave Mildred was, bat approach to every-
thing and everyone was a perfect example of dissipp. | hope she would
have liked the Requiem Mass at S. George’s, whesteoP Robert Ladds was
not only loving and sensitive but conducted hislvitosition as President and
Chief Concelebrant with the majesty and holinesg Mildred would have
appreciated. Those attending the service includsaplp from all parts of
Mildred’'s very full life, as well as numerous membef her family and
Church family. What a large hole Mildred’s passingm us will leave, but
because she was such a character and full of @tehhumour, we would not
want that gap to be filled. Her legend lives on akdow that God will have
prepared a special place for her in paradise. @arté go out to Reg and all
the family, who have been shining examples of dedio and love, as well as
being dignified and gracious to all of us, everhe darkest hours. We salute
them.

Fr.Timothy Lipscomb, Rector of Preston.

At the Solemn Requiems for Brian and Mildred thdic@fs and members of
the NW Ward were represented.
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RETROSPECT

The Festival Mass & Lunch

The NW Ward observed the Feast of the Immaculate€gtion with a Sol-
emn Pontifical Mass on Saturday 6th December. stiVal was held at the
lovely Church of S. Agnes Toxteth Park LiverpoolKkigd permission of the
Vicar Fr. Christopher Cook. The Principal Celebravds the Bishop of
Blackburn the Rt Rev’'d Nicholas Reade and the Prerawas Fr. Robert
Mackley assistant priest at Liverpool Parish ChulMhbsic was provided by
the S. Nicolas Singers who sang Haydn's “Missa Baficolai” with an-
thems by Elgar. This glorious setting of the Masd the splendid congrega-
tional singing reflected the real joy which takipgrt in a great act of wor-
ship can bring. We congratulate the S. Nicholagé&is, Stuart Keen director
of music and Stephen Hargreaves the organisthéoexcellence of the mu-
sic.

The Mass was followed by a splendid Festival Lungtich had been pre-
pared by Fr lan Brooks and his wonderful team dpdrs. We congratulate
Fr Brooks for feeding 120 people with a hot meal én spite of being un-
well) still maintaining his beaming countenanceeTheal concluded with
an after dinner address by the Bishop of Blackbemtitted “My Journey

with Mary — a personal reflection”. In gratitude &paring time to be with us
Fr Alan Parkinson presented the Bishop with a sigt@py of the SOM an-
niversary book “People, Places & Things”. The HBlgsary in the twilit

church concluded the afternoon. It was led by Fdafi Prescott, parish
priest of nearby S. Clare’s RC Church. It was daggeof great beauty and
reflection.

It would be invidious to single out individuals fepecial thanks, but we all
owe a dept of gratitude to members of the Ward Citimenwho planned the
event from beginning to end. They are a splendaht¢priests and people)
who work together cheerfully and collectively tang about wonderful re-
sults. To all those many people who made this susplendid festival wor-
thy of the Society of Mary — our best thanks.

Fr Paul Cartwright

It was a particular joy for members of the Northat/ard to see the Revd.
Paul Cartwright functioning as deacon of the Festiass. Paul (a former
policeman in South Yorkshire), is married to Debhied they have two
young children. Many of you know that during hisx¢i as a seminarian at
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the College of the Resurrection Paul developeddemka. After ongoing
treatment and sustained by a great wave of prayevas, to the delight of us
all eventually ordained deacon on"™3govember. He is now serving his title
with Fr Rodney Marshall at S. Helen's Athersley. isl@assured of our contin-
ued support and prayers.

FROM THE SECRETARY
Many of you know that Christopher Cox our treasinas been in hospital
over Christmas and has been advised by his GRike things easy” whilst
he returns to full health. | am grateful that MiehHlilton has agreed to take
over the role of Treasurer until the way forwarddrees clearer. It may be
that the AGM of the NW Ward in May is an opportyrtib elect a new group
of officers who can take us on into a new chafbrase consider what you
can offer to our Ward of the Society of Mary.

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS 2009.

Annual Members

Annual subscriptions become due chJanuary 2009. Annual Members are
asked to note thahe annual subscription is now £15.00 (minimum)This

is broken down into £11.00 sent to Headquartersieiddes three issues of

“Ave” and the postage to your home address. The(E. used as a contribu-

tion towards the running costs of the North Westd\&nd includes the Ward

Newsletter, postage printing, orders of service etc

Life Members
Life members are asked to giaa annual Ward donation of £5.00.
We are very heartened by those kind people wheedd generous donations
towards the running costs of our Ward as the prinéind postage bill is fairly
high. It also shows that the efforts of our Warticefs are appreciated. We
are recognised as being one of the most active SMarthe country and that
needs to be sustained in the future. The sort aadeaccount number can be
found on the Annual Subscription form, which accamps this newsletter.
Please may | encourage as many of you as possilpigytyour subscriptions
by standing order / direct debit as this will redulse amount of time spent at
the bank!
Please send all Subscriptions and Donations for @9 to:
THE TREASURER: SOM
DUNWOOD HOUSE, RUSHCROFT ROAD
HIGH CROMPTON, OLDHAM OL2 7PP
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NEW MEMBERS

We welcome the following new members of the Ward those who
have been recently admitted to the Society of Mary:

Keith Patterson
Katherine Fletcher
Dorothy Crompton
Fr Robert Nelson
Fr Paul Cartwright
Joyce Walkden

S. Agnes Toxteth Park, Liverpool
S. Stephen’s on the Cliffs cBfmool
S. Stephen’s on the Cliffs,dRlaool
S. Thomas'’s Liscard

S. Helen’s Athersley

S. James’ Oldham

The Rt Rev’d Nicholas Reade, Bishop of Blackburn

+++++++++++++++++

The Annunciation Tree by CW Herbert
The following was sung as a Communion Hymn in Stbahs Abbey
at Midnight Mass to the tune “O waly waly”

1. Atree there was in a springtime garden
with branches strong and leaves all green;
It offered shade and a peaceful shelter,

A place like Eden once had been.

2. Beneath the tree in the tranquil garden

A dark-haired maiden knelt in prayer,
Approaching God, her heavenly Father;
Her life and soul she gave him there.

3. Beside the tree, on a sun-filled morning,
An angel stood with radiant face.
He came to Mary and gently whispered,
“Hail favoured Lady, full of grace”.

4. A tree there was in Good Friday’s garden,
Its limbs all wracked and stained with blood,
Where Mary shared her dear Son’s passion,

His anguish poured out for our good.

5. Atree there is in an Easter garden,

Where life was lost but now restored:

Its leaves bring healing to every nation
Through Mary'’s birth-gift, Christ our Lord.
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From the Ward Secretary — Personal
Saint John’s Guild — Anglicans Supporting Blind Pgde.

Many of you know that | recently taken up a newtmrsd a new challenge.
My title is now Chief Officer of S. John’s Guild vwdh is a national charity
specifically set up by Anglicans in 1919 to suppasually impaired people.
Thank you to all those members of SOM who haveptedaed, sent letters
and cards wishing me well for the future. For thed® have been asking
how my new job is going | thought the following ridoe helpful:

As with all new jobs in a sphere of work which igfamiliar there is a steep
learning curve. The great joy is, | am working withd meeting lots of very
nice people. It is a diverse job and there is atgieal to do.

| have to work with the Branches of S. John's Guslchttered
throughout the country which involves quite a Ibtravelling.

Organise events for the Blind such as retreatgtlays, the Cathe-
dral Holiday, the Walsingham Pilgrimage and the sw@nfestival &
get together. Some of it is not unlike the thing® lfor S.O.M.

| oversee the finances, building and staffing oR&phael’s Home
for the Blind in St Albans, Hertfordshire - whick similar to the
management of a small primary school.

Lead the fund raising which currently is engagecdeplacing the lift
in S. Raphael’'s Home a large rambling building lue¢ floors.

The work requires flexibility and although | workom home | need to visit
the Branches in far flung parts of the country. M8sndays see me having
the “sermon slot” at various parish churches wheageak about the work of
S. John’s Guild to supportive congregations. Sn3olsuild is one of the
many Anglo Catholic organisations which were fouhd® such large num-
bers when the Catholic Revival was in the ascendaram trying to work
within the spirit of its illustrious founders Fr @stian Wardby and Dorothy
Light.

Once a month | travel to Great Walsingham in Ndérfol a meeting with Fr
Hands (a retired priest) who is the Warden and i@fa of the Directors of
the Guild. He is on the staff of Walsingham Pafturch and says Mass in
“the Barshams” or for the Sisters of S. Margaret te Priory in
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Walsingham. It is an interesting job and it is aimgavho one meets on the
way. The Guild has had a distinguished history hbélieve it still has a
very important contribution and service to makéhia future.

With all good wishes,
Richard McEwan.

P.S. Yes, | do miss my involvement with the priynsechools.
No, I do not miss doing crowd controlwaidh time.

++++++++t+t bR+

% & $

% !
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THE SOCIETY OF MARY

The North West Ward of Our Lady of Victories

SUBSCRIPTIONS 2009

| wish to continue my membership and support of
the Society of Mary.
| confirm that my details below are:

Title:

Christian Name:
Surname:
Home Address:

Post code:
Telephone/e-mail:
The church I usually attend is:

Please

My Annual Membership is £15.00. | enclose a chequmyable to NW
Ward of SOM.

My Life Membership is ongoing. My annual donation b the NW Ward
is £5.00.

| pay my donation by Annual Bankers Order details ae: Lloyds TSB
King Street, Manchester. /Account number 2427906 (8t Code 30-95-
42

I am a friend and supporter of SOM. My optional doration to the NW
Ward is ...........

I no longer wish to receive AVE or news of the NW \ard. Please re-
move my name and details from the NW Ward database.

send your completed form and cheque to:

The Treasurer SOM
Dunwood House, Rushcroft Road,
High Crompton, Oldham OL2 7PP
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