THE SOCIETY OF MARY

North-West Ward of Our Lady of Victories
Newsletter — Advent 2006



FESTIVAL MASS OF THE
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

as part of the Society’s 78 Anniversary

Saturday 9th December
S. Agnes Church, Toxteth Park

Ullett Road, Liverpool L17 3BA

12.00 noon Solemn Pontifical Mass

Principal Celebrant: The Superior-General, the Bish of Whitby
Preacher: The Chaplain-General, Fr. Graeme Rowlands

Priests wishing to concelebrate should notify Fr Goof their intention by '
December

13.30 Festival Lunch

After lunch, the Bishop of Whitby will speak about
“My Journey with Mary - a personal reflection.”

ALL WELCOME

**Easily accessible from the M62**

Lunch arrangements
Tickets £5.00, to be booked by Saturday 1st Decembe
Send cheque, payable to the Society of Mary, to:
Mrs Sandra Anderson 181 Tonge Moor Road Bolton BRRR
Telephone: 01204 383158

Further details and directions/map from Fr. Chrisfiner Cook
S. Agnes Presbytery, 1 Buckingham Avenue LiverpbdY 3BA
Telephone: 0151 7331742



DUNWOOD HOUSE RUSHCROFT ROAD HIGH CROMPTON
OLDHAM OL2 7PP
01706 840607 e-maiichard@rmcewan9.wanadoo.co.uk

Dear Friends,
THE JOURNEY TO THE CHRIST CHILD

The shepherds said to one another, “Let us go taldehem and see this thing that
has happened which the Lord has made known to usd. they hurried away and
found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in the nager.

The Christmas story is full of journeys. There he journey of the shepherds from
their fields into Bethlehem and the vastly longeurpey of the wise men from
somewhere in probably in modern Iraq or Iran fyrsth Jerusalem and then on to
Bethlehem. Each journey plays a vital part in tigi€mas story. Mary and Joseph’s
journey fulfils the prophecy that the Messiah vaé born in the city of David while
their flight into Egypt saves the Holy Child’s lif€or the shepherds and the wise men
it is only through a journey that they find the rbarn king and are able to worship
him. Their journeys and discovery are in markedtiast to all those people in
Bethlehem who were largely unaware of what had hegppened right on their
doorstep.

If we are to encounter Jesus amidst all the celiemsand pressures that a modern
Christmas throws up — we too must be willing to maljourney. It will be so easy to
miss him; to have such a busy Christmas that,thkegood people of Bethlehem, we
simply miss the wonder in our midst. When we mdie lists of things to do in the
run up to Christmas what provision will we make ftbis necessary journey of
discovery? Will we remember to buy the turkey bantifno time to sit and re-read the
Christmas story to ourselves or to our family anenids? Will we remember to buy
all the presents but forget to ponder in prayerdilfteof the Christ child to us and the
world? Will we put up the decorations and make bomes look festive and
welcoming but never spare a thought for those wilido& alone and in real need this
Christmas? Will we send out hundreds of Christneadscand all those circular letters
with this year’s doings and never speak a wordthers of our faith in Jesus Christ,
God made human for all our sakes? Will we criss€rthe country visiting every
outlying branch of our family but never make thatgonal journey to worship at the
manger?

Mary and Joseph and those who sought out the Gifilst made real sacrifices. The
modern Christmas does not always make it easylébrege its true meaning. We too,
in the midst of all our celebrations need to bdimglto make a sacrifice, to discipline
ourselves to make that journey to find Christ athleart of our lives and in the world.
But if we do, then like the shepherds and the wis@, we will be richly blessed.



Now, may | take this opportunity to wish you a pefat Christmas and a happy New
Year? May you continue to ask for Our Lady's prayand that all our acts of
devotion together in the coming year bring us aldeeOur Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ.

May Our Lady & S. Joseph pray for us all, and may incarnate Lord, the Babe of
Bethlehem, give us His blessing.

Yours sincerely,

Richard McEwan.

CHRISTMAS EVE HYMN
There comes a Galley laden —
A heavenly Freight on board —
It bears God’s Son, the Saviour,
The great undying Word.

And proudly floats the Galley
From troubled coast to coast;
Its sail is Love and Mercy,

Its mast the Holy Ghost.

Now earth hath caught the anchor,
The ship hath touched the strand,
God’s Word in fleshly garment,
Thy Son steps out on land.

Thou Bethlehem the lowly,
Receiv'st Him in thy stall,

Thou giv’'st Him rest and shelter,
Who comes to save us all.

E.V. Kenealy (from the German ofUhland).

The Ward Superior Fr Peter McEvitt, the Ward Chaplains Fr Roger
Parker & Fr Christopher Cook, the Ward Secretary and the
members of the Ward Committee wish you a Happy an@lessed
Christmas and pray that 2007 may be marked with alkpiritual gifts
and material prosperity.



“He came down to earth from heaven
Who is God and Lord of all,
And his shelter was a stable,
And his cradle was a stall:
With the poor and mean and lowly,
Lived on earth our Saviour holy.”

“AM | BOTHERED?”

We are not to be like the elderly lady in the folling story:

One day an elderly lady was walking to the shopsmwshe saw a frog on the path in
front of her. Stopping, she looked down and saidll®] little frog.” The frog replied,
“Hello lady.” Amazed and rather foolishly, she s&ihn you talk, little frog?”

“Yes, alas Madam”, the frog replied. | have not ay& been like this. Once | was a
handsome prince, but then an evil wizard put al ggelme and | was condemned to
hop and croak until such a day comes, when a labe& me.....ah

Maybe, yes, madam, if you will but kiss me oncewill devote myself to your
happiness and we can share a life together of Blishand intimacy.......... Madam,
just kiss me once and | will become again a handsormmce ............”

At this the elderly lady picked up the frog, and pum into her shopping bag and
continued on her way.

A littler while later; after the frog had struggléd the top of the bag, he cried out
“Madam, madam”. “Yes dear” the elderly lady repli&édhat is it?”

“Madam”, the frog replied, “Do you not want to skayour life with a handsome
prince? What of the bliss? What of the passion? t\Whtne intimacy?”

“Well dear” she replied, “actually at my age | tkihd rather have a talking frog”.
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Festival Mass & Lunch
The primary reason for sending out this Ward netisiso early is to ensure that you,
your family and friends have plenty of time to makeangements to attend our
Festival Mass and lunch on Saturday 9th Decembyer vEnue is the lovely church of
S. Agnes Toxteth Park Liverpool.
You will reads of the details of this event and #@meangements that we have made at
the beginning of this Newsletter. Our Mass is oalebration of the feast of the
Immaculate Conception. It is also our Ward celabnadf the 75th Anniversary of the
Society of Mary. The celebrant will be Bishop Rddexdds the Superior General of
SOM. The homily at Mass will be given by Fr Graemewlands the Chaplain
General. Some of you will remember Bishop RoberRastor of Preston and others
will remember Fr Rowlands as the curate of Our Laflyvlercy and S. Thomas of
Canterbury, Gorton.
The Church of S. Agnes is an excellent venue becthes church is so very fine. Fr
Christopher Cook and his people are always wonthgrhwspitable and Fr lan
Brooks (S. Paul's Croxteth) and his team have kirafjreed to cook again on this
occasion. We hope that like last year’s festivalilt be a happy event. Please ensure
that you contact Mrs Sandra Anderson if you reqlureh. We regret that it will
not be possible to feed people who do not send fiickets. Those who order lunch
can collect their tickets from Mr & Mrs Andersontae church door before Mass. |
am sure that you all understand that at this bimg bf year we need to be well
organised at every level. It would be unfair to ®ook, Fr Brooks and their people if
we were otherwise.
Please ensure that this event is well publicisegbur parish and make every effort to
invite people to attend especially those who yal feight be disillusioned by current
events in our Church and who might be affirmedhairt faith both spiritually and
socially.

After “Dinner” Speaker

The Bishop of Whitby is a wonderful and inspiratbiBsuperior General. His home
county is Kent and he had close links with S. My Virgin Swanley. He trained as
a teacher before being ordained so his feet amalyfiron the ground. He is
remembered in our area as the Rector of Prestas.yElar he celebrates his priestly
Silver Jubilee. Bishop Robert will focus on therttee"My Journey with Mary - a
personal reflection”.



THE NW WARD OF OUR LADY OF VICTORIES
PROGRAMME OF EVENTS FOR 2007

SATURDAY 24TH FEBRUARY

The Lenten Devotion

Holy Family Failsworth — 12 noon
Details: Fr Peter McEvitt 0161 681 3644
SUNDAY 6TH MAY

The May Devotion

S. Faith’s Church Great Crosby - 6.00pm
Details: Fr Neil Kelley 0151 928 3342
SUNDAY 13TH MAY

The AGM of the Ward - 4.30pm

The May Devotion — 6.00pm

S. Hilda’s Prestwich

Details Fr Ronald Croft 0161 773 1642
SATURDAY 2ND JUNE

Pilgrimage to Ladyewell

Shrine of Our Lady at Fernyhalgh nr Preston — 1@wno
Details: Fr Roger Parker 01282 424 587

SUNDAY 12TH AUGUST



Assumption Festival Devotion
S. George’s Preston - 6.00pm
Details: Fr Timothy Lipscomb 01772 252 528

SATURDAY 15TH SEPTEMBER

Summer Visit as part of the Bodley Centenary celietns
S. Augustine’s Pendlebury 3.00pm
Details: Fr Jeremy Sheehy 0161 728 2533

SATURDAY 1ST OCTOBER

Walsingham Festival
S. Augustine’s Tonge Moor 3.00pm
Details: Fr Tony Davies 01204 523 899

SATURDAY 27TH OCTOBER

Northern Festival & October Devotion
S. George’s Preston — 12 noon
Details: Fr Timothy Lipscomb 01772 252 528

SATURDAY 8TH DECEMBER
The Immaculate Conception
To be arranged

FROM THE TREASURER & MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY:

C. J. Cox
369 Kings Road Ashton-under-Lyne OL6 9EW
Tel: 0161-3306065 e-mathrisjcox33@hotmail.com

New Members

We welcome the following new members to our Wafgou are a new member and
have not yet been admitted to the Society of Marg tould happen at S. Agnes
Toxteth on Saturday 9th December. Please contactsmethat | can make

arrangements with Fr Rowlands and order the comaectber of SOM medals (£7.00)
and manuals (50 pence).

The Rt. Revd. Nicholas Reade: Bishop of Blackburn
Rob Feeley: S. George’s Preston

Doris Woods: S. George’s Preston

Geoff. Woods: S. George’s Preston

Marilyn Poole: S. George’s Preston

Frank Harvey: S. George’s Preston

Keith Simpson: S. George’s Preston

Sheila Scowcroft: S. Cuthbert’'s Darwen

Angela Knowles: S. Cuthbert’'s Darwen



Philip Knowles: S. Cuthbert’'s Darwen

Margarita Ellis: Church of the Ascension Torrisholme

Peter Blackwell: Church of the Ascension Torrisholne

Anne Oldham: Church of the Ascension Torrisholme

Janet Deighton: S. Martin of Tours Westgate Morecorhe

Fr Tom Davis: Assistant Priest of the Ascension Taisholme
& S. Martin’s Westgate

Peter Mather: S. James’ Haydock

Sean Bewsher: S. Agnes Toxteth Park

Annual Subscriptions 2007

Annual Subscriptions become due st January 2007 Members are asked to note
that the annual subscription is now £10.00 (minimum

This is broken up into £7.00 sent to headquartedsiacludes three issues of “Ave”
posted to your home. The £3.00 is used as a batitbh towards the running costs of
the North West Ward of Our Lady of Victories. Thieludes the Ward Newsletters
(3 or 4 times per year) postage, printing, ordéiseovice etc.

Life members who wish to receive details are asteedend a donation towards
printing/postage etc to me or to Fr. Peter McEatittHoly Family Failsworth.

Please return the enclosed Subscription Form watlr gheque and with any change
of personal details which we need to know about.Wdald be particularly grateful if
the names of any deceased members of SOM are ma#a ko us. We would wish
to amend our records and as soon as we possibly can

If you have decided you do not wish to receive nefvshe Society please let me
know and | can amend the SOM records and removename and address from the
data base.

Publicity & Growth

The North West Ward continues to make steady groavtd we now have 148
members. However, | am concerned that as we holdewvents people in various
churches around the NW where we have SOM membeop|e approach me and say
they have never heard of the Society. We are alvilgysg to think of ways to
improve our communication and publicity. Can | akmembers of our Ward in the
NW to ensure that publicity is available to the nbens of your congregation and
visitors? It is important that leaflets and postars clearly displayed and that you
direct enquiries concerning membership to me. Yawict ask your parish priest if a
brief article (taken from the publicity leaflet) Wld be included in your magazine or
on your weekly bulletin or you might like to wrispmething yourself? This may be
particularly appropriate on or near Feasts of Cad\. Finally if you have finished
with this Newsletter or your copy of AVE please mmt throw it away. Please pass it
on or put it on the table at the back of your churc.....it might be just what
someone is looking for!

| look forward to seeing you on 9th December.

Yours faithfully,
Christopher Cox

FOR YOUR PRAYERS
Please pray for the souls of:
Mary Bush S. Agnes Toxteth Park, Liverpool



Lilian Boschi — S. Paul’'s Croxteth, Liverpool
SILVER JUBILEE

“Ordained for men and women in the things that app&n to God”.
Heb. 5v1.

We congratulate Bishop Robert Ladds the Superior Geeral &
Bishop of Whitby who celebrated his Silver Jubile@n 29th
September 2006 - the feast of S. Michael & All Ande

RETROSPECT
The 75th Anniversary Celebrations
On Sunday 10th September the Society held a wanldand memorable service at
the church of S. Alban the Martyr, Holborn, Londe@1.
The service was Solemn Vespers of Our Lady at wihiehChaplain General, Fr
Graeme Rowlands officiated. The music was magmifiead included the Bruckner
“Ecce sacerdos magnus” (with trumpets), a Mozartgihfecat and Elgar's “O
salutaris hostia”. This feast of music contrastathihe plainsong vespers and the
rousing singing of hymns to Our Lady by the vashgregation. The sermon was
preached by His Grace the Archbishop of Canterbling. service concluded with an
outdoor Procession of Our Lady and Pontifical Becteah.

Anniversary Book Launch

The service was followed by a splendid receptiothenSaint Alban’s Centre. After a
few short speeches of thanks from Bishop Robertdkadnd Fr Rowlands the
Anniversary book “People, Places & Things” was @#ily launched. The Book has
been compiled by Fr Alan Parkinson and Richard Makwho had appealed widely
for photographs related to the history of the Siyc@nce its foundation in 1931.
Michael Hilton and David Powell sold several hurtdmopies during the rest of the
evening.



The Anniversary Day Pilgrimage to Walsingham

On Saturday 16th September the Superior General [2ay Pilgrimage to the Shrine
of Our Lady of Walsingham. At 12.00 noon a Pongfidlass was sung at the new
outdoor Altar which is dedicated to the MysteridsLight. Bishop Robert con-
celebrated the Mass with priest members of thee®poif Mary. The servers included
Howard Anderson, Ivor Smith and Howard Marsh. Dgrthe afternoon there was
sprinkling at the well, a Procession of Our Ladyd &ontifical Benediction. The
Shrine of Our Lady is also celebrating the 75th ikarsary of the translation of the
statue of Our Lady of Walsingham from the parishirch to the newly built Holy
House in 1931. These were memorable and histodasiens. Many members have
seen these celebrations as opportunities for tigarikg not least for all those who
have tried to restore devotion to the Blessed YiiMary in the Anglican Church .

The 75th Anniversary Book
“People, Places and Things” by Fr Alan Parkinson &Richard McEwan was
launched on Sunday 10th September at the 75th Anrevsary Festival at S.
Alban’s Holborn.

This superb book, containing many historical and mmorable pictures takes ¢
light-hearted look back over the past 75 years of the Sety of Mary. The
book is a high quality publication and is lavishlyillustrated throughouit.
Copies are available from the Chaplain General, pged at £9.50
(inc. p & p).
Please write, aclosing a cheque for £9.50, made payable to the d8ety of
Mary” to:

The Revd. Graeme Rowlands: S. Silas Presbytery
11 St Silas Place London NW5 3QP




FROM THE W ARD SUPERIOR
Fr P. B. McEuvitt
Holy Family Rectory 190 Lord Lane Failsworth
Manchester M35 OQS
Tel: 0161 681 3644 e-mapbm@salutaris.fsnet.co.uk

The North West Ward of the Society of Mary
The Lenten Devotion

Saturday 24" February 2007

CHURCH OF THE HOLY FAMILY FAILSWORTH
MANCHESTER M35 OQS

12.00 1ST ADDRESS FR. IAN BROOKS

12.30 SOLEMN MASS

1.30 LUNCH

2.30 2ND ADDRESS FR. CHRISTOPHER COOK
245 STATIONS OF THE CROSS FR CROFT

3.30 SOLEMN BENEDICTION

ALL WELCOME
**Easily accessible from the M60**

For other details, directions/map and priests who vgh to concelebrate contact:
Fr. Peter McEvitt, Holy Family Rectory
190 Lord Lane, Failsworth, Manchester. M35 OQS
Tel 0161-681-3644




