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The North West Ward of the Society of Mary

The Lenten Devotion

Saturday 4" March 2006

S. CATHERINE'S CHURCH BURNLEY
1ST ADDRESS FR. MERVYN THOMPSON
SOLEMN MASS
LUNCH
2ND ADDRESS FR. TIMOTHY LIPSCOMB
STATIONS OF THE CROSS ~ FR CROFT
CHILDREN'S WORK FR.PARKER

SOLEMN BENEDICTION

The Church is easily accessible from the M66 folaing signs for Townley
Hall and Burnley F.C.

A Children’s Workshop will take place in the ParishHall from 12.00 noon.
Please bring your own lunch and hot drinks will beprovided

Further details from Fr. Roger Parker 01282 424587

ALL WELCOME




From the Ward Secretary - R.I. McEwan

DUNWOOD HOUSE RUSHCROFT ROAD HIGH CROMPTON
OLDHAM OL2 7PP
01706 840607

Dear Friends,

METAMORPHOSIS

For a bulb to live out its days on earth as a wtluld be no bad thing, for it is
exquisitely made if not much to look at. A catdgpilis also a creature of superb
construction if one is sufficiently emotionally dehed to examine grubs closely and
few people are. The Ugly Duckling in the fairy stovas not a crudely made creature,
yet it was destined for something even lovelier &etter, a swan. So it is in the
natural order we see around us a parable enackedbdlb or the seed becomes the
daffodil or the rose, the grub becomes the splehditerfly, and the hideous creatures
that emerge from eggs become the peacocks andvidmressThe Greeks called this
changeMetamorphosis;the Latin’s called itTransfiguration. We see the process
begin to be re-enacted in the nests, the windowed@nd the parks and gardens
about this time of year.

HUMANKIND

And what of man? Are we alone to live out our dayhout this process of
transfiguration? Is humankind lower than a grub?l€36 importance than a swan?
Man always desires something better for himself.ddsires eternal life, or a better
world, and however he may try to express it - & i®nging after God. In the animal
kingdom the cravings of animals and insects arsfsat — the bee craves honey and
finds it, the cow longs for grass and is satisfieginankind desires eternal life. God
does not mock his creation. He does not plant éesir us which cannot be fulfilled
or satisfied by Him. Man desires God, but the tdygef man is that we too frequently
find that so many other things get in the way. Wayreet our sights on eternal life or
a better world as our longing after God, but @rmson-going struggle and we must use
every sign post and resource to point us in a Gadehdirection if we are to succeed.

HELP

There is no shortage of self-help books in the shoday. Each one has a different
cover, but all seem to be remarkably similar andadély simplistic. There is also a
surfeit of television programmes to transform aithe or our homes into something
much more splendid. | suppose the nation’s inskgtiabthusiasm for these makeover
shows is a general desire to change that part ofives which we like least of all
.Most of us recognise that we are less than pedied would like to aspire to much
greater things in most aspects of our lives. ighhibe our bodies, our minds or our
spirituality. Not many of us will achieve a six paor change our homes into a North
West show-house of New York urban-chic or beconeaigspiritual giants in our
Church - but at the beginning of a New Year we stilve to change.

As we arrive in March we might have lapsed into elek ways but will not have lost
that will to make this year a head of us, bettemtkthe last. Perhaps one way is a
retreat or a Lent course. If you are lucky enoughve in a parish that arranges such
things do try and support them. Whatever we getttance to do either privately, or
at parish level | do hope it provides that oppatiuto confront us with our human



limitations so that we may grow in our dependengenuGod. For it is in moments of
recognition about our own needs that we can beaoore open to the basic creative
energies and powerful abilities that the Holy Sgromises for us.

WAIT UPON GOD

Only a few of us will get the opportunity to go ametreat this year. However, it may
be that our traditional SOM Lenten Devotion will gomeway towards providing an
opportunity to reflect and “wait upon God” as trealmist puts it. | know the Lenten
Devotion is valued by so many of you for a varietyeasons. A considerable amount
of planning has already gone into providing thie@al time, when for a few hours
we can take stock of our spiritual lives. You villd details of our Lenten Devotion
on 4th March at S. Catherine’s Burnley on the iestdver of this Newsletter. | can
guarantee that the excellent speakers Fr. Thomg@sarr. Lipscomb will provide us
with much to think about and the day itself willihngou begin Lent in a spirit of holy
discipline. During the afternoon Fr. Croft will takus on the Way of the Cross. All
three priests have their feet firmly planted on treund and are rooted in the
humdrum, ordinariness of the parishes which theyesso splendidly. | hope that
you will support the event and encourage thoseour parishes to take advantage of
this opportunity, for we are the only Anglican ssigiwhich arranges anything like it
these days. It is one way where we can share sieede change alongside each other
— for we are all in this together.

“The end of man is endless Godhead, endlessly pesd¢ writes the theologian,
Austin Farrer or as the Westminster Catechism iputs
“The chief end of man is to worship God and enjoyrii for ever!”

May our Lord the light of the world, illuminate our lives with his celestial
radiance and the prayers of His holy mother sustaims in our work and witness
in the world.

Yours sincerely,

R.I. McEwan

RETROSPECT
The North West Ward Festival & Lunch
“The great God of heaven is come down to earth”: Gth December 2005
What a very happy occasion the Festival Mass inobprof the Immaculate
Conception turned out to be. The Saturdays beftrestthas can be very busy indeed
and the Ward Committee had considered the perilthisfin the Ward Committee
meetings. However, we had no need to worry andfathose who | have spoken to
say how much they got from our Festival — bothismtly and socially.
I would like to thank Fr. Morgan for his homily, érrr. Schofield (S. Augustine’s
Tonge Moor) and James Holmes for acting as cauatottse Mass under the direction
of lan Stephenson. The string player's skilful agament of the “Great God of
heaven” with its variations for the procession wasy lovely indeed. It brought
before us a hymn of great beauty, which is ratlaellysneglected these days. The
singing with so many men’s voices was a very joyound, and the singing of
“Nearer my God to thee” was substantial enoughaieelraised “The Titanic™
The Mass was followed by a Festival Lunch and is ohthose special occasions in
the year when members of SOM can actually get begedocially. The Church of the
Holy Family Failsworth is a good venue with its thvalls, committee rooms and a bar
together with all the modern comforts and facisitiwu could wish for. It was also the
40th Anniversary of the church building which haagehb newly painted.




“Vocation, Vocation, Vocation”
Vocation was the theme of this year's Festival &thched the 75th Anniversary
Celebrations of SOM in the North-West. The evesbgirovided an opportunity to
pray for an increase in vocations to the ordain@dstny and to the religious life-r.
John Gribben CR reflected on this concept as our amusing and thibuigafter
dinner speaker. This was particularly appropriataeve currently have eleven men in
the NW Ward who are either exploring their vocationwho are currently in training
for the ordained ministry. After the drinks brediey had the opportunity to ask
guestions from a panel of clergy drawn from a ugrigf backgrounds. The “Any
Questions?” panel was chaired by Fr. Roger Parbee (©Of our Ward Chaplains).
Questions were answered by Fr. Gribben and priestlmers of SOM:

- Fr. David Nicholson: Wakefield Diocese & Vice Chman of ACS

Fr. lan Brooks: Liverpool Diocese & F in F Exemati

Fr. Carl Schaeffer.  Blackburn Diocese & Assistairector of Ordinands

Fr. Derek Lloyd: Blackburn Diocese and newly or@aimpriest
Thanks

To Fr. Peter McEvitt our Ward Superior & Chaplaor hosting the Festival and the
good people of Holy Family for feeding us and allogvus the use of their facilities.
To all concelebrants, servers, readers and steveardithose who contributed to the
success of this event in any way.

To the members of the Ward Committee who workechaa to make it such a
glorious festival - our best thanks.

Devotions & Social Event S. Aidan’s Tonge Moor

The Ward Committee felt it was important to celébréhe 75th Anniversary of the
Society with a social gathering at the beginningthed year. We therefore met on
Saturday 11th February as a Committee and extesnd@avitation for other members
to come and join us for a social event.

Solemn Benediction at the beautifully appointedgtaer church of S. Aidan’s had
been arranged by our members from S. Augustinadspaiasided over by Fr. Tony
Davies. This small, little known church was furredhwith impeccable taste by Fr.
Roger Davison in the 1960’s. It has a lovely atnmesp and is perfect for a smaller
numbers of worshippers. After Benediction, FrankcRérs (a member of S.
Augustine’s) was admitted to the Society by Frkear

During the Committee Meeting the events for 2006ewmalised. At the social event
which followed Fr. Parker proposed a toast to tbei®y of Mary in this our 75th

Anniversary Year. Special thanks to all our memlagrs friends at S. Augustine’s &
S. Aidan’s for their warm welcome and kind hospiyal

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

THE LENTEN DEVOTION

You will see that the Devotion is being held at Gatherine’s Burnley by kind
invitation of Fr. Roger Parker. The speakers are Nfervyn Thompson from S.
Hilda’'s Thurnscoe, South Yorks and Fr. Timothy ldpsib from Preston Minster
(with S. George’s). They are the parish priestthefr own busy parishes and we are
grateful to them and Fr. Croft for sparing the titonde with us.

The day includes the usual programme and a Chikikgarkshop. Please pray for S.
Catherine’s Church and its parish and please stupperLenten Devotion. We need
singers, servers, readers, hospitality, stewardasport etc. If you can help please
contact Fr. Parker 01282-424587.



VISIT TO STONYHURST COLLEGE

FROM A MEMBER OF THE WARD COMMITTEE
Mr Andrew Teather
12, Randlesham Street
Prestwich, Manchester M25 1GY
Tel: 0161-7987546 e-madindrewteather@fsmail.net

Dear Friends,

On Saturday the"8of April, we as a Society are lucky to be ableitalertake part of
our celebrations for our 75th Anniversary in thadtgul surroundings of Stonyhurst
College. This is fortunate both because it enabkgo be true to our Ecumenical
mission and also because it is so easy for ustttoydhe day will commence with
getting there, of course and there will be coacha® Saint Hilda's Prestwich with
one of two other pick ups as and when it provesessary. S. Hilda's Church is
literally two minutes walk from Heaton Park Metrki station, though, so access is
fairly straightforward. You are also welcome to mafour own way by car to the
college, which is only about fifty minutes driveofn Manchester, but be in time for
High Mass at Midday. We will start with the Angellrefore Fathers Croft, Schofield
and Lipscomb celebrate the Holy Mysteries in sotyke susing one of the College’s
fine High Mass sets. Father Nicholson who we aillv san ‘Priest Idol’ will be
preaching a fascinating sermon for us as well.

After Mass we will proceed to the Great Hall fohat lunch, followed by guided
tours. We will probably have one tour of the Chapshcristies and collections and
another focusing on the more ‘business’ side, tbemdories and boy's lives.
Something for everyone, we hope.

After the tours, we will be given Benediction andgsto Our Lady of Stonyhurst,
followed by a chance to explore the stunning gasdenspringtime! Coaches will
leave at five o’clock, returning to Manchester &out six.

If you wish to attend, please contact Andrew Teathre 0161 798 7546, or email
andrewteather@fsmail.ndty the 18th MARCH, and not February as previously
advertised.

We need to know numbers early because we needalo the coach/es to guarantee
them. There may be leeway for those coming by tbein transport to inform us a
little later, but lunch numbers need to be bookedoath in advance as well. The cost
for the coach is £9.00 and £7.00 for the lunchadp of tea or soft drink. There will
be a licensed bar if anyone wishes to purchase asngell. Once you have indicated
to me that you are coming please send our tregs@Gesaldine cheques payable to
“Geraldene Greenhalgh” either:

Lunch £7.00

Coach fare  £9.00

Or both total _£16.00.
Please let me know your requirements as soon ash®s&and come and enjoy this
lovely day out.

Yours faithfully,

Andrew Teather

Member of the Ward Committee

PS, if anybody wishes to help in any way, handing loymn books, serving or
singing in the choir, please also phone Andrew Aerats soon as possible. Thank
you.



FROM THE WARD TREASURER
Miss Geraldene Greenhalgh
35 Heaton Avenue
Heaton Bolton BL1 5PG
Tel: 01204-846259 e-maiimgreenhalgh@btinternet.com

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS 2006.

Annual Members

Annual subscriptions become due dhJanuary 2006. Annual Members are asked to
note that the annual subscription is now £10.00ifmiim). This is broken down into
£6.00 sent to Headquarters and includes threesssu@ve” and the postage to your
home address. The £4.00 is used as a contribuwigartls the running costs of the
North West Ward and includes the Ward Newslett@istagge printing, orders of
service etc.

Life Members

Life members who wish to receive details of our Wawents are asked to send an
annual Ward donation to me at the above address$ te tHeadquarters.

We are very heartened by those kind people who et slonations towards the
running costs of our Ward as the printing and pestaill is fairly high. It also shows
that the efforts of our Ward officers are appremiatWe are recognized as being one
of the most active Wards in the country and thatdsdo be sustained in the future.
We would still like to buy our own processional tata at some stage and also
purchase a Marian missal if we have any spare fahtee end of the year.

Publicity & Information

The Society of Mary Web Site is proving popular at:

www.societyofmary.org.uk

Please note that the cost of our printing is veqyeasiveand that includes “Ave”. If
you are not one of those members who save your S@gazines and NW Ward
Newsletter please pass them onto friends or pum the the publicity tables in your
churches for others to enjoy.

Thank you for all your support during the yearobk forward to seeing you at the
Lenten devotion at S. Catherine’s in March.

Yours faithfully,
Geraldene Greenhalgh

PROGRAMME OF EVENTS 2006

SATURDAY 4th MARCH

The Lenten Devotion

S. Catherine’s Burnley - 12 noon
Details: Fr. Parker 01282- 424587

SATURDAY 8th APRIL

Social Event & Visit

Stoneyhurst College 11.00am

Details: Andrew Teather 0161-7987546

SUNDAY 7th MAY
May Devotion — S. Faith’s Crosby Liverpool at 6.60p
Details: Fr. Kelley 0151-9283342



SATURDAY 13th MAY
National May Devotion: S. Silas’ Kentish Town 12omo
Details: Fr. Rowlands 020-74853727

SUNDAY 21st MAY
May Devotion — S. Hilda's Prestwich at 6.00pm
Details: Fr. Croft 0161-7731642

SATURDAY 3rd JUNE
SOM & F in F Pilgrimage to Ladyewell from 12 noon
Details: Fr. Parker 01282-424587

SUNDAY 10th SEPTEMBER

75th Anniversary Celebrations — S. Alban’s Holborn

5.00pm Solemn Vespers & Sermon by the Archbishdpaofterbury:
Details: Fr. Rowlands 020-74853727

SATURDAY 16th SEPTEMBER
75th Anniversary Day Pilgrimage to Walsingham
Details: Fr. Rowlands 020-74853727

SATURDAY 7th OCTOBER
Walsingham Festival S. Augustine’s Tonge Moor B0pm
Details: Fr. Davies 01204-523899

SATURDAY 9th DECEMBER
12.00noon — Ward Festival Mass & Lunch at S. Agfiesteth
Details: Fr. Cook 0151-5489009



NEWS

Ward Superior:Fr. McEvitt

You many have read in the press that Fr. McEvittWard Superior has been
given a sabbatical. This is often awarded to mie@#to have completed ten
years in the ministry. It is a time for study amdlection and a chance to re-
charge your batteries. We will not be seeing muichim until the summer.
We wish Fr. McEvitt every blessing as he beginsshisbatical. Will members
refer all SOM matters to Fr. Roger Parker, Fr. &bpher Cook and the Ward
Secretary until June?

Mr. Fred Forrester

Most of you know that the Society of Mary celebsates 75th Anniversary
this year. Another import event perhaps not so lyikeown is the birthday of
Fred Forrester. He is a keen member of our Ward lstdngs to S. Mary
Magdalene’s Church Winton. Fred is 75 years oldSaturday 4th March —
the day of our Lenten Devotion. We send him oue|oaur prayers and our
warmest congratulations for a very happy birthday.

Mr Ron Mulligan

Many of you know that Ron from S. Catherine’s Baegnlcommenced his
theological training on the Northern Ordination @GmNOC last autumn. It is
always difficult to study when you have a full tifod and a family. We pray
for Ron and his family as he juggles all his mammmitments and the
demands of his training for the sacred ministry. klew he will make a great
success of his training and look forward to sediimg at our events as time
permits.

Courses like the NOC are sometimes referred tgpag-time’ or ‘non-residential’. But that’s rather
misleading. The work, study and common life of ar@®requires considerable time and energy; and
Course members meet for residential weekends ataemtervals and for a whole week’s longer
residential period once a year.

Leonard Young

It is good news indeed that Leonard will returntite Manchester Diocese
after he completes his training at the Collegehef Resurrection Mirfield this
summer. He is going to serve his title at the Hedynily Failsworth with Fr.
McEvitt. They say that there is only one more difft thing to do than being a
curate — and that is training a curate! We praylfeonard and the parish of
Holy Family Failsworth.

FOR YOUR PRAYERS
For those in need
LORD CHRIST, watch over those in need or trouble.
Tend your sick ones,
Rest your weary ones,
Sooth your suffering ones,
Bring joy to your unhappy ones,
Shield you happy ones,
And receive your dying ones,
All for your love’s sake. Amen.
S. Augustine of Hippo



LOVING GOD

This does not shut out the love of others, orswilpleasure........

the zeal and interest out of life. We find all bése things again in a more

perfect way IN GOD.

If we open the door to God we open the door taykieng else — if we shut
the door to God, we cannot love, or enjoy, or wiarkhe most perfect way.

Mother Millicent Mary:Foundress
of the Society of the Precious Blood

(Burnham Abbey)

| woke to hear as day was dawning
My conscience say “It's Sunday morning!”
My flesh my soft companion, said
“Be sensible and stay in bed.....”
The world that thinks itself so knowing,
And Satan argued twice a minute
“Why should you go? There’s nothing in it!”

THE morning air, the sun-bright east,
GOD'’S holy house, the vested priest,
The faithful gathering in twos and threes,

The flesh washed, dressed and on its knees:

The Church obeyed, the world well flouted.
Our Saviour in and Satan ousted,
The cross proclaimed and Christ our Lord
Sought out, met, welcomed and adored.

Brother Edward

From the Membership Secretary: Mr Christopher Cox
369 Kings Road Ashton-under-Lyne OL6 9EW
Tel: 0161-3306065 e-mathrisjcox33@hotmail.com

NEW MEMBERS
We welcome the following new members to our Ward

Ron Mulligan S. Catherine’s Burnley

Paul Cunningham S. George’s Han worth
Jacqueline Stapleton S. John’s Lund

Norma Spacey S. John’s Lund

Michael Greene College of the Resurrection Midfie
Audrey Burton S. Augustine’s Tonge Moor

Rose Pollitt S. Augustine’s Tonge Moor

Frank Vickers S. Augustine’s Tonge Moor

Fr. David Quance Retired and assisting in varjparsshes
Leonard Young College of the Resurrection Midiel
Grant Naylor S. Luke’s Southport

Howard Marsh S. George’s Preston

The Revd. Lee Kenyon Assistant Curate S. Cuthb&drwen
Elizabeth Wood S. Agnes Toxteth

Transferred from Headquarters Ward to NW Ward

Colin McKean S. Agnes Toxteth

Anne Richardson S. Agnes Toxteth



WHAT’S THE POINT OF LENT?

The Journey to Easter
Life is a journey, a pilgrimage. We are people ba tmove, bound for ou
homeland in heaven. We have not here a lasting miliyrims and exiles thg
we are. Such is the message of scripture, espeofalhe New Testament. It
a message, which in practice we tend to ignoreetepd not to think about.
is the world of “the here and now” that absorbs attention. It is as thoug
nothing lay beyond the world of the visible and thaterial. Because our
Christian presence in this country is now so weakeand marginalized, we
forget that a higher destiny awaits us.

D ~ () —~+ =

From time to time the journey must be resumed \iriésh impetus. Lent is
such a time, a “favorable time”, when we set outhwiew purpose on the
journey which leads ultimately to God. Our immeediabjective is |Easter, the
Christian Passover, but this is itself a symbol tordtaste of the Pascal feast
of heaven. Thus the Lenten season may be viewes ragcrocosm of life
itself.

The concept of a journey fits in very well with tB&urch’s understanding of
Lent. The forty days correspond not only with tieet Jesus spent in the
desert but also the forty years the children cddéspent in their journeying to
the Promised Land. Lent is a kind of resume of gnesat period of salvatio
history.

=)

| hope that every member of the Society of Mary #ral churches to which
we belong will set out to have a good Lent.

WARD INFORMATION: OFFICERS

Ward Superior & Chaplains: Fr. Peter McEvitt

Holy Family Rectory 190 Lord Lane Failsworth, Maester M35 OQS
Tel: 0161 681 3644 e-mglbm@salutaris.fsnet.co.uk

Fr. Roger Parker — Blackburn Diocese

Tel: 01282- 424587 e-mdirRogerParker@aol.corvob:07977291166
Fr. Christoper Cook — Liverpool Diocese

Tel: 0151-7331742 e-mdileoclericus@aol.com

Ward Secretary: Mr Richard McEwan

Dunwood House Rushcroft Road

High Crompton Oldham OL2 7PP

Tel: 01706-840607 e-maiichard@rmcewan9.wanadoo.co.uk

Ward Treasurer: Miss Geraldene Greenhalgh

35 Heaton Avenue

Heaton Bolton BL1 5PG

Tel: 01204-846259 e-maiimgreenhalgh@btinternet.com

Membership Secretary: Mr Christopher Cox
369 Kings Road Ashton-under-Lyne OL6 9EW
Tel: 0161-3306065 e-mathrisjcox33@hotmail.com




Saturday 16th September 2006
Society 75th Anniversary Day
Pilgrimage to Walsingham
led by the Superior General

12 noon SOLEMN MASS AND SERMON
2.30pm SPRINKLING AT THE WELL

4.00pm PROCESSION OF OUR LADY AND BENEDICTION

Book direct with the Shrine Accommodation Office



